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Eb HES. iv. 14. 


. we. chart be.no more Children toſſed 
to and fro, and carried about with every 


Wind o 0 Doctrine, by the Sleight of Men, | 
Hos and cunning Craftineſs whereby they lie Ns 


5 wait to Deceide. 9 * 


E 7 PB: R E I to 1 you an Alg 
| repreſenting the various Sects of 


8 that are among us, the 

Parts of it would be made up of 
as many ite Materials, as went to the com- 

I ſition of oo Statue, v hich N in 
is 


„„ 


dur ae 9 c 85 fy the Limbs are 
comppounded Baſe wt Countertar Metals, 


yet, nk be to God, the Head and moſt Noble 


Parts are of pure Gold: . 
Many of Old were the Sets of Philotophers, 


and + Cicero long ago  obſeryd; that there. Was no 
Opinion ſo abſurd 1 in N Nature but what was main- 
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+ Nibil tam abſurde dici poteft, quod non 1 5 Shs 
d Cicero de Divinatione, Lib. 2. cap. 4 ' is 
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tain'd bs ſome Philoſopher or other, who had his 
Followers to defend it. 


judge of, they being more abſtracted from the 
Evidence of Senſme. 


Ferdicione maltorum. E de — Lib. Fe 2 13. 
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The fame Obſervation holds good in Matters 
of Religion, which the Vulgar cannot ſo eaſily 
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There is no Doctrine ſo abſurd, or ſo contra- 
dictory to the, ReveaPd Will of God, but ſome tc 
are found rea 54 to embrace it, inveigled by the d 
Sleights of crafty Deceivers. ol 
þ And falſe Doctrine is by our Saviour compar'd re 
| Matt. 16. to Leaven, which inſinuates itſelf by degrees in- a1 
to the adjoyning .Parts, till it has Leaven'd the tt 
whole. It is the Temper of thoſe that are taint- in 
ed with erroneous Opinions, as *tis of ſome that ſe 
are infected with Peſtilential . Diſeaſes, that they 8⁰ 
take delight in infuſing the Malignity. * it, 
But that the Contagion ſpread no farther, that in 
we henceforth be no more Children, carried away th 
Wio.ith the Deluſions of them that lie in wait to De- 3 
cCeive; 0 
L I ſhall firſt An to you the Stights 1 tt 
cunning Crafts of our Deceivers. = 


Il. Secondly, I ſhall ſhew, That if ye would ve 
not be roſſed to and fro, ye muſt ayoid thoſe BY as 

that lie in wait to Deceive. B. 
m And Laſtly, That *tis the Duty of Mini- Th 
ſters vigoroully to withſtand them, and to de- 
tect their Frauds. | OO er ny 7 ba 
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And Firſt, I am to diſcover to you the Sleights 
and canning Crafts of our Deceivers.. 


7 o 


I. One of their Artifices is, either to Reject, or 


= _ to Pervert Scripture. | 22 SO. 65 
For, whereas the Word of God is the only in- 
fallible Touchſtone of Doctrines; ſome, conſcious 
to themſelves that theirs will not bear that Teſt, 

decry it as a Dead Letter, and ſet up another Judge 
of Controverſies. Thoſe of the Church of Rome 
reſolve all into the Infallibility of their Church, 
and Quakers into the Infallibility. of the Spirit 
= that is within them. Theſe pretend, from an 
E inward Light, imperceptible to all but them- 
ſelves, to expound the moſt difficult Places of 


* 


Scripture. Learning, that ſhould help to explain 


it, they decry as a Carnal Thing, not allowable 
in Spiritual Matters. Thus, by taking away 
the Key of Knowledge, they make their Proſe- 


Opinions are to the Mind of God, and fecurely 
P 


propagate their Errors. And thoſe Deceivers - 


that pretend to follow the Directions of Scrip- 
ture, giving heed to ſeducing Spirits, wreſt and per- 
vert the Word of God, to ferve their own Turns, 


my 1ncapable of judging how diſagreeable their 


a8 the Devil did when he tempted our Saviour. 


But we, ſaith St. Paul, are nat as many, who cor- 


rupt the Word of God, but as of Sincerity Speak, ar a0 ' 


in the ſight of God; not "walking in Craftineſs, nor 
banding th Word of God deceifaly. Se 


e ene e Duceivers d i Un 
CRIS T; which conſiſts in being one thing 
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Dur Deceivers have found it a very uſeful 


and, 90s 
ender Conſciences, they muſt firſt fe 


buty 


and R 

are readily ſwallow'd by their Unthinking Mul- 
ttitude, who are abways taken with ſhew and 
dourvacd Appchm nad, A bougterfeis Zea! for the 
dome for extraordinary Patriots; and their ſeem- 


1 


ing concern for the true Worſhip of God, carries 
= with it an Appearance of extraordinary Piety ; 
"Z whereas they have nothing extraordinary in them 
but only their Diſſimulation. Andſif we conſider 
the Commotions both in Church 8 State, and 
the ſevere Perſecutions that have been rais d by 
theſe pretenders to Peace and Moderation; 
we ſhall find the Character that our Saviour 
gives of ſome Hypocrites of Old, to be equally 
applicable to our Modern Phariſees, that they 


b ing Wolves. 
Il. Another Artifice of Decelvers is FAL. 
SHO OD; of which God complains by the Pro- 


Err bytheir Lies, King Charles the Martyr, after 
| many ul Experimenrs. of the Pad of his 

Kues, gives this Advice at laſt ta his Children, 
[which might be Uſeful to all their Pofterity) 
FORGIVE THEM, BUT NEVER TRUST 
THEM. When they were preparing to take up 


| ons of . their Loy alty and when they Were con- 
| 190 His Ruin, 1 rd they had no other De- 
| ſign; 155 wle him a mat Glorious Prince. 
h Früth is the agreement of our Words with our 
| 1 But there is no Jud Es ofthe Thoughts 
| of thefe fen by what they fay; when they de- 
| lign to A d they cry wig fer FEB wu 
| they. intend to Invade our Pofſefſions, they ex- 
| tol Property. They vehemently exclaim againſt | 
T . and Ar 3 Goveroment, goly that : 


44 1 PBS} * — 


* Falſos fieri lbegit, aid ale in ptr, aliud in 
lingua hahere. Saluſt i in Bene Catilin. program 


appear in Sheeps. Cloathing, but inwardly are Raven- ond. 2 7 


; phet Jeremiah, and faith, they cauſe my People to Jer. 2s. 3 


Arms againſt him, they made the higheſt profeſſi. 
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they may get the Power into their, own Hands; 


ch then none ſo Tyrann Ucal, and. A e as 
e 
1 45 a thing be never ſo well attefitd, by t 
"moſt credible Eye- Witneſſes, they can 08 i 
as a Notorious Falſity. And yet afterwards, if 
the Tide of Affairs turns, and it 7 Soy to 
for their Advantage to own it, they. Can/recom- 
mend the ſame thing as an undoubred. Truth, 
Let their Forgeries be ſet in ſo clear a 's 125 t, and 
made ſo manifeſt, that the Auth ors 0 em haye 
nothing to reply: Vet after a lle ne they 
| ubliſn the fame untruths 2898 with as much al- 
urance as if they had never bean Anſwer'd: And 
jf they are not again diſproyed, as often as they 
are pleas'd to repeat their Falſities; ; . preſently 
they Fg and Inſült, fa they had IVEn 
out. unanſwerable. 1 Such ious 
Fraue ch e Godly Party 9 7 7 5 oF in chemſelves, 
5. hey 5 th * 1 the 7771 1 Ri 
7225 the Spirit ſpeaket reſty, that in the. latter 
R I . 4 ni ſome hl part 7045 re bath ge tvinig 27 to 
* he 9 5 e nd in , * 


Another of our Deceivers is S I. A 
D R. The 655 Nags: e Names and Cha- 
.of Christ's Church, 


at by ; ec upop 15 5 erde they, may 
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Apud Hzreticos, ubi i fides falſa eſt, — makdacium n 
tur; dixit Cæcilius in Concilio Cartha ginenſi. 
Apud lapſos & extra Ecclefiam — nihil poteſt efſe niſi mens 
e lingua, & rb TN & rare r mendita. pr. 


_ Nulla Ailkerbatls | elt inter 'Pleudo-prophetam & Hareticum ; » men- 

itur-ad-decipiendas hominum mentes idem. Epil yʒ. 

; Furor ſuo ſervientes, jactitare geſtiunt quæ probare non 
Poll, & cum innocentiam deftruere at; expugnate non yaleant, 

ſatis habent fama mendaci & falſo rumore maculas inſpetgere. Oprian. 

pit. 45. Cornelio fratri. | | 


inſi- 
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WW tification is to connect Sanctification with it, 
as its neceſſary Fruit and inſeparable Com- 
panion. We who are freely juſtified are, and 
=} muſt be (St. Paul thought) truly ſanctified; all 
W fincere Believers are truly penitent for Sin; 
jeſus Chrift is the Lord of all for whom he 
is a Propitiation ; he rules the Souls he ſaves; 
nor does his Blood diſcharge the Guilt of any 
E who are not purified and rectified by his Word 
and Spirit. — Any Opinions that give Coun- 
tenance to Sin, and open a Door to practical 
Immortality, are to be rejected with Abhor- 
ence; and if they are gilded over with the 
ſpecious Pretence of adyancing the Free Grace 
of God, they are ſo much the more danger- 
| ous and offenſive. Thus the Apoftle gets rid 
of this Objection, and ſhews, that ſuch as are 
juſtified by the Free Grace of God in Chriſt, 
| are and ought to be dead to Sin, free from 
its Dominion, and not obedient to its Luſts; 
| and this for a peculiar Reaſon, (big.) their 
Sacramental Conformity to Jeſus Chriſt, their 
Lord and Saviour; Knew ye not, that ſo ma- 
19 of us as were baptized into Feſus Chriſt, 
were baptized into his Death? Therefore 
we are buried with him by Bapti ſin into 
Death, that like as Chriſt was raiſed up 
| from the dead by the Glory, i. e. glorious 
| Power, of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould 
| walk in Newneſs of Life. Baptiſm, as Chriſt's 
Inſtitution, implies a Profeſſion and Obliga- 
tion to comply with the Deſign of his Death 

B And 


- — — — ahead 
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and Sufferings; which is to reconcile us to 
God, and to reſtore us to his Image and Fa- XR 
vour: As Chriſt died for Sin, we who are 
baptized into his Name ſhould die unto it; 
as he was buried and laid in the Grave, fo we 
ſhould be mortified to Sin, and cut off from 
all Correſpondence with it; and as he roſe a- 
gain from the dead by the glorious Power of 
God, ſo ſhould we riſe by the Aſſiſtance of 
the ſame Power fo Newneſ$ of Life; and if 
we do not this, we contradi& an open Profeſ- 
ſion, and violate a ſolemn Obligation. © | 
Thus ftand theſe Words related to their r 
Context. And I ſhall procced to conſider 
them as they contain the great Duty of Chri- 
ſtians, who are juſtified by Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and hereby brought into a near and tc 
ſpiritual Relation unto God, And here 1 pro- tl 
poſe, 18 


I. To explain the Nature of this Duty. er 
II. To ot the Obligations to it. 5 1 


I. I am to explain the Nature of this Duty. p 
By Newneſs of Life, is meant Goſpel Obe- | 
dience, or real Holineſs founded upon the new | N 
Principle of Love to God, begun and carried A 
on by Aſſiſtance from him. and rendered ſin- no 
cere and uniform by Conformity to Chriſt, ne 
the great Pattern and Example of it. m 

By walking in it, is meant, a Courſe of A 
Addon, or the Progreſs and Continuance here- he 

of i 


* 


I (24 } 

LL 18 through the ſeveral Stages of Life, and 
Scenes of Things. Thus we read of walk- 
ing with God, walking by Faith, walking 
it; worth of the Lord, Sc. 2. e. proceeding i in 


3 ” Partiality, and without giving oyer: It is 
oppoſed to Sloth and Security, and to Back- 


r of dichng and Apoſtacy; it ſuppoſes Sincerity 
e of and implies Diligence, careful Uſe of ap- 
d if pointed Means, and ſollicitous Endeavour to 


and ſpecial Aſſiſtance of our exalted and glo- 


their 
ſider neſs of Life, is learning and practiſing all 
:hri- holy Converſation and Godlineſs. 


But it may be necdful to explain this Mat- 
ter ſomewhat more particularly: And from 
the Manner of the Apoſtle's Expreſſion, the 
general Apoſtacy of Mankind, the Power to 
which their Recovery and Reſtoration is aſ- 
cribed in the Word of God, and the evident 
ill Courſe taken by the unthinking Generality, 
[ apprehend that this Exhortation may ſup- 
poſe and imply ſuch Things as theſe. 

1. A Change from our former Courſe and 


Newneſs of Life. If we were originally In- 
nocent, or habitually Good, there were no 
need of Alteration and Change: The very 
manner of Expreſſion, therefore, uſed by the 

Apoſtle, naturally leads us to conclude, that 
here- be underſtood all Mankind to be depraved 


a right Way, after we have begun 1 init, with- 


obtain the propoſed End, under the gracious 


3 rified Head and Saviour. Walking in Neu- 


Way of Living, otherwiſe it would not be 


32 and 


i 
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and corrupt; 
World about us, and feels within oneſelf, as 


(12 ) 


and by what one ſees in the 


well as by what we read eyery where in the 
Word of God, this ſeems to be plain and e- 
vident, that Mankind are naturally ignorant, 
yain, and prone to Evil; carnal, ſenſual, and 
worldly ; ; averſe to God and Goodneſs, and 
prone to Sin and Wickedneſs; and whether 
this be really the Diſeaſe of our Nature, (as 
I do not doubt it is) or whether it be the 
Effe& of evil Example, and a gradually con- 


trated bad Habit or Cuſtom, (as ſome con- 


tend) yet the Fact is thus, that Mankind are 
the Servants of Sin, and free from Righ- 
teouſneſs; i. e. void and deprived of origi- 


nally Righteouſneſs, and under the Power of 


Ignorance, Luſt and Sin: 


They yield their 


Members Servants of Iniquity unto Iniquity, E | 


and do not, till they are better inſtructed and 
further aſſiſted, wield tbemſelves unto God, 
as thoſe that are alive from the dead. A 


Corruption there 1s, and no doubt it is Ge- 


neral and Univerſal ; hence we read of being 


ſhapen in Iniquity and conceived in Sin ; of | 
being by Nature, Children of Wrath, even 


as others; and af walking in Ignorance or 


Darkneſs, in or after Luſt and Laſerviouſ- 


eſs ; and of walking according to the Fleſh, | 


and the like. — And when the Goſpel of the 
Grace of God came to the Gentile World, 
the Apoſtle tells us what it found them, 2. e. 
jgnoran and idolatrous, looſe and immoral ; 

but 
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and be renewed in the Spirit of your Minds 


C13) 

but coming not in Word only, but in Power, 
it made them wiſe and good, reformed thei 
from a brutiſh Senſuality, and changed them 
into the Image of the great Redeemer's Death 
and ReſurreQion : * Be not deceived, neither 
Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, 
nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, 
nor Extortioners, fhall inherit the Kingdom 
of God; and ſuch were ſome of you, but ye 


*Z are waſhed, ſanctißed and juſtified in the 


Name of the Lord Feſus, and by the Spirit 
of our God, Here is a plain Intimation of 
their odd and new State; that in which the 
Goſpel found them, and that into which it 


converted and changed them. Again in his 


3  Epiſile to the Epheſians, the Apoſtle be- 


ſeeches thoſe Chriſtians to F walk worthy of 
the Vocation wherewith they were called. 
And this Exhortation he reſumes, and further 
inforces, v. 17. This I ſay therefure, and 
teſtifie in the Lord; i. e. what J ſaid before, 
I now repeat with greater Solcmnity—-(V2z.) 
That ye walk not benceforth, as other Gentiles 
walk, in the Vanity of your Mind, having 


your Underſtanding darkned, being alienated 


from the Life of God; — put off concerning 
the former Converſation, the Old Man which 


zs corrupt, according to the aeceitful Luſts, 


and that ye put on the New Man «hich af. 
ter God is created in Righteouſneſs, and 

* 1 Cor, v1, 9, and following. + Ephieſ. iv. I. 
Holi efs 


. — — x 


2 * — 
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Holineſs of Truth. Apai n: Be Followers of 1 
God as dear Children, and walk in Love, — 7 
Te were ſometimes Darkneſs, but now are | ( 
ye Light in the Lord; walk as Children of 
Light. Thus the Apoſtle faithfully repre= 
ſents their Old Courſe and Way of Living, 
and tells them the New One they muſt en- E ( 
ter into and take up, more agreeable to the | 
Mind of God, the Pattern of Chriſt, and the 
Spirit of the Goſpel : And from hence it ap- 1 
pears, that there is, and muſt be a real and f. 
a great Change in Us, in order to our walk: Þ 
ing in Newneſs of Life, and that it is the MF 
Deſign of the Goſpel to produce this Change, A 
by the Power of God accompanying it, and £ 
to evidence this Change to the Glory of Ml a 
God, and the Comfort of thoſe in whom it is . 
wrought. S, 14 
2. Acting from a new principle, 1. e. of ti 
the Love and Fear of God, the Senſe of Ob- <6 
| ligation to Chriſt, and a thorough Perſwa- |! 
fion of Mind, that this is right and fit, and 
the only Way to ſecure God's s Acceptance and 
Favour. The Change of our Behaviour, I |} 
firſt mentioned,” becauſe it is moſt obvious; | 
but the Change of Heart is firſt in order, tho 
it be leſs diſcernable. The corrupt Fountain | 
muſt be ſweetned, or the Streams will be ſtill |: 
impure ; a holy Principle muſt be planted, 
or infuſed, to which we are naturally Strang- 
ers; create in me a clean Heart, and renew 
an upright yr within me. And the 
Truth 
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XZ Truth is, this only can make our Actions 
truly good, render them acceptable unto 


God, and properly denominate our reformed 


23 Converſation, Newneſs of Life. The Apoſtle 


can never be ſuppoſed to mean here, reform- 


ing ſome bad Things, and doing ſome good 
Ones, from any kind of Motive or Conſidera- 


tion whatever; his Deſign is apparently to 
recommend Newneſs of Life, from the Re- 
lation Chriſtians bear to Chriſt, and the Re- 
ference their walking thus has to his Life 
and Death, his Burial and Reſurrection: It is 
Chriſtian Obedience, he has his Eye upon; 
and this ariſes in the Heart, is founded on a 
ſecret, inward Principle of Faith and Love, 
and ſprings from Mottves that are truly Spi- 
ritual and Divine. Civil Deportment, and a 


decent moral Behaviour, may ſufficiently ſa- 


tisfy the Laws and Injunctions of Men, but 
God looks at the Heart ; and 7he End or Scope 
and main Drift * f the Commandment, is 
Charity, out of a pure Heart, and a good 

Conſcience, and Faith unfeigned. The Ex- 
cellency of Religion is, that it is a ſecret in- 
ward Thing, proceeding from a vital Princi- 
ple, which renders it genuine and conſiſtent, 
uniform, and all of a Piece, progreſſive and 
perſeyering, copious and univerſal. As is the 
Difference between a clean and unclean Heart, 
or a pure and corrupted Fountain, ſuch is that 
of Reformation upon external Motives and 
1 IT'D. i. 5. 
New. 
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Newneſs of Life, ariſing from real Reg ene» | 
ration, or being born not of Blood, be der 9 
| of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of IF 
11218 Man, but of God. 1 
3. Walking by a new Rule, and propoſing 
to ourſelves a new End. The new Rule is 
1 the Word of God, which is plain and perſpi- 
F cuous, divine and infallible, perfe& and ſuf- 
. ficient, referring to every Branch of Duty, 
and Inſtance of Sin; and never leaving us in 
the dark, erring and miſguided in the Things 
of eace and Happineſs. God's Word 2s 
Truth, a Light to our Feet, and a Lamp un- 
to our Paths: the Law is holy and the Com- 
 mandment holy, guſt, and good: Our Rule 
as Chriſtians is not the Light of Nature only, 
or chiefly ; the Improvements of Learning, the ? 
Power of Reaſon, the Force of Example, 
Tradition, and the Commandments of Men, 
but the written Word of God: This is the 
Word of Truth, the Goſpel of our Salva- 
tion; the Simplicity that is in Chriſt; the 
incorruptible Seed that liveth and abideth 
for ever; and then ſhall we not be aſhamed 
when we have reſpect to all God's Com- 
, mandments, and ow all his Precepts con- 
cerning all Things to be right, and hate e- 
very falſe Way. The new End is the Glory 
of God. To this Chriſtians are always to 
look, and on this are they to keep their Eye 
ſteddily fixed, and ſo as never to looſe Sight 
of it through the Whole of Life: V * bes 
WE Mr © 


5 7 e _ 
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Wwe eat or drink, or whatever we do, we 
= are to do all to the Glory of God. This is 
X propoſed and intended directly and ultimate- 


tbe Lord how we ought to walk, and to pleaſe 
= God. Do I ſeek to pleaſe Men? IF T pleaſed 
= Men, I ſhould not be the Servant of Chriſt, 
i. e. made this my main View, or preferred 
their Humour to God's Glory; no, let me, 
ſays every true Chriſtian, glorify my Father 
in Heaven, aim at his Acceptance of me up- 
Jon the Terms of Goſpel Grace and Mercy, 
and in a Way honourable to his Perfections, 
and humbling to the ſullen ſinful Creature. 

Z 4. Let me add, — Conſtancy and Perſeve- 


all theſe together will ſufficiently explain this 


9 
. 


Duty. The Word uſed by the Apoſtle, ſug- 
2 geſts this Thought. Our Conformity to Jeſus 
2 Chriſt, and Obedience to God in Imitation of 
him, muſt be a Courſe of Action, and a con- 
tinued uniform Behaviour: We muſt neither 
go backward or ſtop; but proceed and go for- 


of Improvement and Meaſures of Perfection: 
It is not enough that we are perſuaded into 
this Conrſe, and begotten hereunto by the 


and abound herein more and more. We muſt 


5 and of the Vocation wherewith we are 
called; i. e. We muſt not only ſet out well, 


iy by every Chriſtian. We have received of 


france in this Courſe to the End of Life; and 


ward, aiming and arriving at greater Degrees 


Divine Word, but we muſt continue herein, 


| walk with God, walk worthy of the Lord 


45 5 C but 
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but proceed and perſevere. We muſt: care» * 


dangerous Backſliding,. and fatal Apoſtacy : 
We muſt labour after more Knowledge, Faith, 


Language, aim at The Mark and the Prize, 


Chriſtians are under to this Duty. And thoſe 3 


9 


_ 


lowing Heads of Argument. 


I, This New Life. 
2. The New Year. 
3. The Holy Sacrament, 


obſerye, ——_— 


<> Phil li. 12, 13, 14. 
- | walking 


fully avoid ſinful "Sloth, wicked Unbelief, 


Holineſs and Comfort; be ſteddy and regu- 4 
lar, and exemplary Chriſtians; aim at a more 
perfect Conformity to our heavenly Pattern, 
adding one Grace to another, and one De- 
gree of Grace to another; and in this Apoſtles 


i. e. of perfect Holineſs and Happineſs. 80 3 
forgetting thoſe Things that are behind, I © 
preſs forward towards the Mark, for the © 
Prize of the high Calling of God, which 11 
in ri Feſhs my Lord. 2 


IL I am next to plead the Obligations 


I ſhall mention, will fall under the three * 1 


x. This New Life ; concerning which [ . 


1. That it is a truly noble and divine Life. | 1 
It is living to the Honour of God, and to 
the Purpoſes of his Glory, our own Salvation, . 
and the Good of Others; ſuch living and 3 
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walking as this will well become the Dignity 


of our Nature, and ſhew us to have come un- 
der a Divine Impreſſion: To walk in New- 
neſs of Life, is to live fo as to deſerve the 
Name of Life; this living is worthy the Am- 


bition of an inlightened ſanctified Spirit, is 


ſuitable to the Power and Efficacy of the Au- 
thor and Inftrument of it; is a Life a- kin to 
that of Angels, and differs not in kind from 
that to which our Lord himſelf was quicken- 
ed by the glorious Power of God the Father. 
The Life we live in the Fleſh is mean and 
low, unleſs we live by the Faith of the Son 
of God: The Natural Life ends in Death, 
the Spiritual one runs up into Immortality; 
the one is ſuited to this mutable State of Things, 
the other iſſues in unperiſhable Glory: Now 


in the Commencement and Progreſs of it, it is 


_ <8 


a 1 
. 


Divine and Spiritual; and hereafter, in the 
Conſummation and Perfection of it, it will be 
9 Eternal. 


IF ye thro' the Spirit do mortify 
the Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall live; i. e. 


indeed nobly and gloriouſly here, and here- 


after ſpiritually and eternally. This is /zving 


to the Lord, and by the Faith of the Son of 


Goa, and fo as effeQually to ſecure the Pro- 


: miſe which he hath promiſed us, even eter- 
nal Life: Who therefore would not chuſe 
and affect this Life? Who would not wiſh 


to be quickned hereunto, and to proceed here- 
in? Who would not breathe and aſpire after 


Oy bl 


ſuch Life as this, and long, 


and thirſt for 


C 2 Rays 


faction, and moſt complacential Delight. 45 
devout Perſon is ready to ſay, Who knowsno: | 


this? Who needs be told, * living to Ge 


is living in Pleaſure? TI his, if any Thing i in 
all the World will do it, muſt give inward 
Peace, and the moſt ſubſtantial Joy of Heart, 
what ſo likely to afford peaceful Reflections, 


and hopeful and joyful Views and 3 4 


Compare this with the Life of Sin, and all 
the Round of vain Amuſement and ſenſual | 


Exceſs, and ſee if it do not as far excel it all, 


as Light does Darkneſs, or Heaven the Earch! 
The Sinner's Joys are but few, thoſe ev 


arc impure, ſhort and ſurfeiting; his Diſap- 


pointments are more in Number than his 
Pleaſures, and can be but ill ſupported, and 
very impatiently endured ; often when he 


thinks to embrace ſubſtantial Good, he Ende ; 

that he only catched at a Shadow, and 1 
the yielding Air; or if he finds what his 1 
vain Mind calls Pleaſure, it is ſoon over, and 


always goes off with this reproachful Though 


— This is living but as the Brutes that pe. : 
riſh live, no higher or better at all than they. 


And to all this muſt be added, the mortify- 
ing 
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Rays iu Streams of Light and Life 1 immer 
al? N 
A2. It is a pleaſant and delig heful - Lak I 
To live according to the Will of God, by 
the Rule of his Word, and to the Punpele 
of his Glory, is to live the moſt — 
as well as wiſely, and with the trueſt Satis“ 


33 
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Death, with the Pains of a wounded Gonſei- 


| 
mor. ing Conſiderations: of approaching Age and | 
* 0 | 
Life. A ence, and the: terrifying Apprehenſions of | 
d, by God's Diſpleaſure. But not ſo do Chri- — 
pol ſtians live; their Joys are ey their Plea- 
Mantly uren durable and ſolid; neither yaniſh 
Seti. nor leſſen, neither grow foes: their Hands, 
ht. A nor languiſh with the Decays of Age and Na- — 
OS not ture, nor lie at the Mercy of any Accidents 
0 00 f Life and Time; but ſubſiſt thro' all the Sta- 
ung in ges of Lite, increaſe as this advances, and 
n , | grow up rewards their Perfection as we haften 
Heart; towards our End, and 80 forward en Im- 
Rions mortality. | 
ſpeds' 3. It is a fine Imieation: of the Life of 
nd all? | Chriſt. The Son of God himſelf, the Lord and 
ſenſual f Prince of Life and Glory lived in this World 
L it all, I «nd amongſt Men, ſo as Chriftians do who 
Earth!“ walk in Newneſs of Life. All the main 
ſe ful Strokes and Lines of the new and ſpiritual 
Diſap- I Life, are mark'd out to us in the Word of 
an his Cod, and exemplified in the Life and Beha- 
d, and viour of our bleſſed Lord and Maſter; the 
hen he 7 Apoſtle more than intimates this, when he 
e finds repreſents it in this Context, as being plant- 
graſp'd ed together in the likeneſs of his Death and 
hat his I Reſurrection, living with Chriſt and bein 
er, and alive unto God thro Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
honght, © The new Life, unto which Chriſtians are here 
hat pe- exhorted, and which is their peculiar Excel- 
n they. lency and Honour as well as Duty, has a con- 
zortify- 7 tinual Reference unto Jeſus Chrift ; he is the 
ing Au- 
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thor of it in their Souls, and they are quick- |Mhiz 


ned hereunto by his Word and Spirit; he is di. 
the Maintainer of it in them, by his Grace an 
and Power; vital Influences deri ve from him ve 
as the living Head of all thoſe who thus live vi 
to God, and by him are all ſuch nouriſhed 


Herein, as the Branches of a Plant derive their fe 
vital Juice from the Root, or the Members laſ 
of the natural Body their Life and Spirit 
from the Heart and Head. Becauſe I lub“ 
(days he) ye ſhall live alſo. 


4. It is the proper Preparation of the Soul fo? 
the Happineſs of Heaven. To wall in Neu- ſin 
neſs of Life, is the ſure Way to a glorious ria 
Immortality, and is our Meetneſa to be Par- led 


= > 1 „ o BY 


' takers of the Inheritance with Saints in ſor 
Light; this includes that Purity of Heart to 
to which is annexed a peculiar Bleſſing, and has 


that Ho/zneſ5 which has the Promiſe of ſee- po 


Do, 
. 
Fr 


ing God; it gives us the proper Evidence of Jch: 
our Title to the future Happineſs, and is ci 
Fa 


the Meetneſs of our Souls for the actual * 
Poſſeſſion of it; this is the Reghteouſneſs in 
which we behold God's Face, till we are ſa- 


Life conſiſts and ſhines, is really the Begin- uit 
ning of the future bleſſed Life aboye; this“ beg 


5 
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3 (23) 
7 living makes us Partakers of God's Holinefs, 
An and qualifies the Soul for the Society 


ers, promotes and heightens that Friendſhip 
Fvith God, which now appears in Fellowſhip 
. be Communion with him, and will be per- 
3 fected hereafter in end] als Society and eyer- 
1bers © IJ Waſting Love. 


pirit 2. The new Vear may Bani us with ſome 

live Conſiderations to induce us to Wall in Neu- 
2 of Life. Such as, 

ul for I. This will be a good Evidence of our 

Veu- : ſincere Concern for the Neglects and Miſcar- 

Trious | riages of the old Year. We muſt all acknow- 

Par. | ledge ourſelves chargeable with ſome, and 


ts in ſome of us may perhaps have many of theſe 
cart to lament over before God; the paſt Year 
, and has not been filled up by any of us, I ſup- 
* ſce- poſe, as it might have been; if we are not 
ice of chargeable with wilful and preſiumpruous 
nd is ins, we are not however free from ſecret 
actual Faults; in many Things we all offend; ſome 


eſs in Zof our Time has run waſte upon Trifles and 


re ſa- Vanity, if not worſe ; if we are not wicked 
Faith Servants, it is to be feared we have been ſome- 
Prin- times ſlothful ones; all of us have Reaſon to 


reſults |iſay with more than a little Emotion, Lord 
t Sup- who can under ſtand his Errors! Now what 
ade of | is paſt, cannot be otherwiſe helped, than by 
divine ſerious Conſideration, ſober Reflection, and 
Begin- viſe and pious Reſolution; but if theſe are 
; this 


living Þ E —— 


3 and Employment of Heayen, and both . 


E W in ue, and our Hearts are changed 
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by Prayer, pede) and the powerful | : 
Grace of God, and we are now determined 3 | 


more than ever to walk in Newneſs of Life, 


be carried over in to the preſent One. 


2. This will ſhew a becoming Gratitude to 
God who has brought us to a New Year. It 
is God's Mercy to us all that we are not num- 
bred amongſt the dead; the laſt Year has fi. 
niſhed the Courſe of many, and buried ſome, 3 
it is more than probable, of our Friends and 4 
Acquaintance in Silence, and covered them 
with the Clods of the V. alley; God has put 
a Period to their Day of Life and T rial, and 
their Places in this World ſhall know them no 
more: But we are ſtill ſpared ; having obtain. 


ed help of God, we contiuue unto this Day; 


all of us are here preſent before God, alive and 
well: Now having finiſhed the Old, and en- 
tered upon a New Year, ſhould we not here. 
upon meditate ſuitable Returns of grateful Ac- |} 
knowledgement ? Is Life a Favour to us? Is 
it a Mercy that God has ſpared us to recover 
Strength, and that his Viſitation has pre ſer ved 
our Spirit? Could we have been well content! 
to have died the laſt Year? Were we actually? 
ready, and did we wait and wiſh for our Diſ- 
miſſion? Or are we not rather glad to be ſtill |? 
found amongſt the Living, and have more 
Time for Preparation, and further Space for“ 
Repentance ? Own the Mercy of God then in|? 
N ak: 


we may hope to be purged from our old Sins, Þ 
and that the Guilt of the paſt Year ſhall not 


. 1 


rerful i freſh Reſolution to walk in Newneſ3 of 


9 Life ; this will be a fine Improvement of a 
Neu Year, and a great Evidence of becoming 
Sins, ber to God for ſparing and diſtinguiſh- 


nined 


Life, 


de to 


4 It 


num- 
nas fi- 
ſome, 
s and 


ve and 
1d en- 


ct | 
(er 1 


ontent'Þ 


(2 


This will be a good Preparation for the 
Pet of the New-Year, whatever they ſhall 
be. Who of us can look one Moment into 
Futurity ? Who can gueſs what is in the Womb 
of Providence concerning him ? How great 
Uncertainty perpetually attends us and all thoſe 


v ho are moſt dear to us in this World ! What 
s put 
a and 
em no 
tain- lue, are all in the Hands of God; 
Day; 


knows how near he itands to the fatal Minute; 


is paſt we know, but all that is future is a 
re Thing that belongs only to God : Our 
Health and Poſſeſſions, our Friends and Com- 
forts, our own Lives and theirs we moſt ya- 


no one 


2 tho' the laſt Year lodg'd us not in the Grave, 


Rually | ö 


Ir Dit. 3 


be Kill Þ 


more 
ace for 
hen in 


the preſent one may; "what therefore is ſo wiſe 


here - and right, as to labour after a Mind ſuperior 


ul Ac- 4 to all Events! And how can this be better, 


1s ? Is | 3 or ſo well done, as by a more ſteddy Reſolu- 


| tion to walk 2 Newneſs of Life? 


34ly, This Obligation may be further plead- 
I ca from the Sacrament of the Lord's s Supper. 
The Monthly return of this Solemnity, accord- 
ing to the Cuſtom of ou, Churches, is now 
near, and many of you attend, I ſuppoſe, on 
| tha Inftitution : Such as do not this, are by 


no Means excuſed from the Obligation upon 
I al Chriſtians to walk in Newneſs of Life; 
7 and 


D 


feſſion of this Deſign. Eating and Drinking at 
the Table of the Lord is a publick Profeſſion ' 


_ thily, not diſcerning the Lord's Body. But 


ſion; and therefore I add, 
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and how they exons themſelves in neglect- 
ing to obey the expreſs Command and dying 
Charge of their Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, I 
know not; and I cannot but heartily wiſh thi 
Matter were more ſeriouſly and thoroughly 
conſidered. — But ſuch as do partake of the 
Lord's Supper will allow me to remind them, 

1. That this Ordinance is a publick Pro- 


that we deſign Conformity to him, and deſire 
Communion with him ; we cannot properly | 
ſhew the Lord's Death, and remember his Suf. J * 
ferings, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion and Glory, 
without intending 20 tio unto Sin, and live 
unto Righteouſneſs, \ in Conformity hereunto; if 


_ Chriſtians in theſe Actions and this religious 2 
Service have no ſuch Intention, they do they : 


know not what, and had need haſten their Re- 4 
pentance for Eating and Drinking unwor- | © 


I am willing to hope we do mean what we 
profeſs, and are and will be careful that our 
Practice be not a Contradiction to our Profeſ- 


2. The Lord's Supper is a Covenant Obli- 
gation upon us hereunto. The Word Jacra- 
ment, which ſignifies an Oath taken by a Sol- 
dier to his General, is not unfitly applied in "gl 


the preſent Caſe; * Chriſtians at the Lord's Z ta 


Table not only remember Chriſt, but renew Þ " 
their Coyenant with him, and bring themſelves 
under 


= (27) 9 

le. under freſh and further Engagements to him, 
vins as the Captain of their Salvation, the high 
= Preeſt of their Profeſſion, and the Author 


<= : 
_ 
__ 
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po 2 


N 1 and Finiſber of their Faith,; they oblige 


ghly themſelves to Fidelity and Obedience by a 
f the 8 folemn Rite, and very ſignificant Actions: 
hem, Hereby they ſet their Seal to God's Covenant, 
Pro- and openly declare themſelves the Diſciples 
ng at of Chriſt; they publickly own their Relation 
eſſion 
deſire | 


8 Foy amr el. 
sSuf. and acknowledge his Authority and Domini- 


on; and doas much as if they expreſly ſaid--- 


115 5 dutiful and obedient, penitent and believing. 
pious F 3. It is a great Means of aſſiſting us herein. 
they | greed 
ir Re- and bleſſed to this Purpoſe. The Lord's Table 
240% r- is a very great Privilege, as well as Duty, 

But and an evident Means of increaſing our Faith 
and Holineſs, as well as an Obligation upon 


at WC Fe l : 
Os i us hereunto; and good Chriftians have always 
3 


Trofel- 


miniſter greatly to their Eſtabliſhment and 
Obli- Comfort; worthy Communicants have ſome- 
Lacra. times that Sight of God by Faith, that Senſe 
a Sol- of bis Love in Chriſt, and bleſſed lively 
ied in glorious Hope of his Forgiveneſs and Accer- 
Lord's Þ fance thro' him, as to enable them to run the 
May of God's Commandments with eulanged- 
| neſs of Heart, they become hereby more pi- 
Y 2 Ou 


renew 
aſelves 
under 


to him, and give themſelves unto the Lord 
to be ſaved by his Merit, and ruled by his 
Laws: They depend upon his Righteouſneſs, 


So help me God, as I intend and deſign to be 


It is defigned as ſuch, and it has been owned 


found by happy Experience this Ordinance to 
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ous and devout, more fervent and lively, and 


f 4 


628) 
fit for Intercourſe and Communion with God; 1 
they ſtrengthen their Union with Chriſt, in. 
creaſe the Vigour of thoſe Graces which act 2 
upon him, and are more likely, by inyiting 
and cheriſhing his Motions, to obtain and . b 5 
cure the continual help of the divine 8 pirit 
to enable them to walk in Newneſs of Tie 
And this Ordinance, rightly attended, will 
likewiſe furniſh us with a new Plea for Pardon "oe 
of Sin, Acceptance with God, and the pro- * 


miſed Aids of the purchaſed Spirit; we may th 


urge the Argument of perſonal and ſacramen- 5 
tal Dedication to God, both with him for big 


' merciful Acceptance and gracious Help, and F 


with ourſelves for greater Diligence, Care and Sth 


Conſtancy in his Service; having owned ou an 


Bleſſed Maſter in Baptiſin and the Lord's Sup- 

per, we ſhall be likely ſo much the more to aft 
deſire, reſolve and hope, that /ike as he war bo 
raiſed from the Dead by the Glory of thi W. 
Father, even ſo we alſò ſhould walk in New {the 


neſs of Life. 
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q he STATE of the CHARI- 
 TY-SCHOOL in Gravel- 
Lane, Southwark, as it now 


ſt, in. 

ch ae | 7 4 25 
— | ans thi F irſt ＋ * 
ind cl 5 Ty, 1 735. 


> Spirit | 
; 7:60 4 HE Foundation of this School was in 
, wills the Year 1687, in the Reign of King 
Pardon ames II. when a School was ſet up by one 


e pro- Pulton, a Feſuit, and publick Notice given, 
e mayſſthat he would inſtruct the Children of the 
ramen-· Poor gratis. Upon which Mr. Arthur Shallet, 
for bi and ſome other hearty Proteſtant Gentlemen, 
P, and laid the Foundation of this School, to avoid 
are andi the dangerous Conſequences of a Popiſh School, 
ied ou and to provide for the Inſtruction of the Poor. 
I's Sup- The Number of Scholars at firſt was Forty, 
nore to 
he wait bout One Hundred. They are taught to Read, 
of the Write and Cypher, and are alſo inſtructed in 
u Neu- the Aſſembly's Catechiſm. 


It may be faid to have been the firſt School 


i | the Proteſtant Diſſenters were concern'd in. 

| Here Objects are received without Diſtinc- 
tion of Parties, the general Good being in- 
tended: It is ſituated in one of the pooreſt 
Parts about the City, and the Children of the 
| pooreſt ſort of Watermen and Fiſhermen are 
| here taught, without any Expence to their 
Parents. 35 


The 


1 afterwards increaſed to Fifty, and now to a- 


- * 


The "th has 88 eee by the 6 
"ad Subſcriptions of private Perſons, togetilf : 
with the Annual Collection in this Place 9 
this Day, and one in the City. _ 

The MANAGERS have been efabil 4 
to give the Children Bibles, Teſtaments al 
Catechiſms, and to place ſome out Appra | 
tices to Trade; M and by the Providence f Gol 

on the Truſt repoſed i in them by the Charif 

of the Contributors, and the kind Remen 
brances by ſome given in their laſt Wills, hal 
ſet up alſo another School, under the Care di 
a2 Miſtreſs, for Learning about Twenty youngt 
Children to Spell and Read, and when fitte® 
are taken into the Maſter's School for Writing ; 
and Cyphering, and made W for Trades. 
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